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OUR VISION

We at Newlands School are committed to being a community of learners providing a well-balanced education, where each child experiences success and a wide range of opportunities.

We will do this by: -

· Providing programmes designed to teach core subjects in a fun and creative way that fosters a love of learning.

· Having our special emphasis on the Arts

· Nurturing children as individuals for their unique qualities and personality.

· Providing a variety of school activities that help students develop positive social behaviours they will use for the rest of their lives.

· Encouraging parents to get involved with the school at all levels and be part of our open school policy.

· Celebrating different cultures and beliefs within our school and community.

· Fostering open communication between parents and staff.

· Upgrading our physical environment to meet the ongoing educational needs of our school community

A HAPPY CHILD WILL BE AN INQUISTIVE ENTHUSASTIC LEARNER THAT CONFIDENTLY TAKES ON NEW CHALLENGES NOT JUST AT SCHOOL BUT IN LIFE.

AT NEWLANDS SCHOOL

“WE WILL PLAY NICELY AND SHARE OUR TOYS”

Newlands School Community Descriptions
As the original school in Newlands we have a strong traditional place within the community.  We have been educating since 1906.

The Newlands School grounds are extensive and form an integral part of the community facilities.  We have use of Newlands Park and have two play areas in the school grounds, the community centre is close by.  At Newlands School we foster interaction with community groups by offering our facilities for use and encouraging our students to participate.  

Many diverse cultural and ethnic groups are reflected in the Newlands community and this provides a rich dynamic background of experiences for our learning community.  The school is home to approximately twenty nationalities so we can truthfully call ourselves an international family.   The parents and caregivers provide a high level of support and encouragement in all school activities and this is evident with the support given by the Board of Trustees.

Newlands School has a positive partnership with the community, providing opportunities and experiences for all.

Newlands School Logo

Newlands School

Nga Rau o te Harakeke

The leaves of the flax
The Maori phrase comes from the Maori proverb below:

Te Rito o te Harakeke
Hutia Te Rito o Te Harakeke

Kei hea te Komako e ko

Ki mai ki a ahau

He aha te mea nui o te Ao

Maku e ki atu

He tangata, he tangata, he tangata

If you pull the centre of the flax

Where will the bell bird cry

Ask me

What is the most important thing in the world

And I will reply

It is people, it is people, it is people

“Nga rau o te harakeke”

The leave of the flax

The School

For teaching and learning our achievement statements says:

The students at Newlands School will progress through the prescribed New Zealand Curriculum to the best of their individual abilities.   Particular emphasis will be placed on developing self-confidence, integrity, honesty and a positive attitude toward learning.

We are a contributing school providing education for 5 to 11 year olds.  We have eleven classrooms.  We are eager to widen our facilities in the future by providing a new library and IT suite to support the curriculum.

We have a well-resourced library, which was updated in 1999.  

The principal of our school is Mrs Deborah Butt.

There are eleven classroom teachers and 2 part time teachers.  The School Secretary is Mrs Carolyn Wallace.   The part time office assistant is Mrs Marcia Clarke.   Our staff provide varied classroom programmes with a wide range of experiences available to the children.  All have a commitment to personal ongoing training. 

We are fortunate with the expertise of the staff to provide:


Regular homework for all students


E.S.O.L. teachers experienced in teaching children who have English as their 




second language.                              

  
Reading Recovery

 
Kapahaka

Chess for all senior students

School-wide Recorder lessons

School Choir

Daily fitness programme for all students 

Indoor bowling

Lunchtime sports


  
Netball teams with an interschool competition run by the parents


After School sports – Flippaball, Miniball and Unihoc  

We encourage parents and guardians to have positive input into their child’s education.  All of our classrooms have an ‘open door’ policy whereby parents are able to come in and help or share the experience of our school.

New visitors are especially welcome to come and meet our principal, Mrs Deborah Butt and staff and view our classrooms and school environment in action.

Board of Trustees

The governance of our school is the responsibility of the Board of Trustees.  They are elected every three years from our school community. 

We are committed to providing and developing excellence in education and are very supportive of the school’s learning community.

Meeting times and dates are advertised in our weekly newsletter and are generally held in the third week of each month.

Health and Support Agencies
Public Health Nurse

The nurse visits the school occasionally and will follow up any health matters raised by staff or parents.  Should you have any concerns the nurse may be contacted through the school secretary.

Vision and Hearing

All five year olds have their vision and hearing checked during their first year at school.  Older children are retested if they have missed or failed a previous test, or if it is requested by staff or parents.    Parents will be contacted should any follow up be necessary.

Speech Language Therapist

The speech language therapist conducts assessments of any children referred by teachers, and also visits the school occasionally to work with children who have previously been referred.  Please mention any concerns about your child’s speech or language to the class teacher.

Special Education Services

Staff  work closely with teachers and psychologists from the service, who assist both teachers and parents with children who have special needs.

Pre-School Visits 

Starting school is a major event in a child’s life.  For this reason pre-school visits are important.  They provide the opportunity for the child to become familiar with the classroom and to meet the teacher and their future classmates.

To arrange these visits please contact the teacher, Mrs Elizabeth Debney, in Room 10.  Your child can visit several times and these visits can be arranged to suit you.

An information pack about starting school is available from Mrs Debney.
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Perceptual Motor Programme 

The PMP Programme is an important part of our Junior School.  It is a programme developed to increase the children’s readiness for formal learning.  It is designed to improve their physical fitness, language, balance, memory, special awareness and social skills.

Each class has three PMP lessons per week.  The children work in small groups.  They rotate around a series of structured activities that incorporate the use of a variety of climbing, balancing and other equipment.

Physical skills are taught which will enable the children to move to major games with confidence.  Memory skills improve the ability to retain, recall and use information.  Language development is essential for success in all learning.  The sessions are fun and challenging.

The programme is run with the assistance of teachers, teacher aides and parents. 
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Homework 

At Newlands School we believe regular homework builds a strong link between home and school, and develops a sense of responsibility in children.

All classes receive homework appropriate to their age and abilities.  Homework may include reading, mathematics revision, spelling, language and current events work.  Each class issues a homework sheet each week.

Newlands School Uniforms
We are pleased to have a Newlands School Uniform.
The Newlands School uniform consists of a short sleeve polo shirt and polar fleece top,

unisex shorts and trousers and a option for girls, of a skort.  For students who are currently in year 6 the uniform is optional.

Polo Shirt – short sleeve

Bottle green poly cotton polo shirt, 2 button placket with contrasting navy facing with Newlands School label on the left hand sleeve.

Please note that if your child(ren) currently has a green Newlands polo shirt this is acceptable to wear as part of the uniform.

Polar Fleece top
Full zip bottle green anti pill fleece with contrasting navy collar facing and zip, with 

embroidered Newlands School label.
Shorts (unisex)
Navy polycotton drill shorts with Newlands School label on right leg. 2 side pockets elasticised waist with draw cord.

Trousers (unisex)

Navy polycotton drill trousers with Newlands School label on right leg. 2 side pockets elasticised waist with draw cord.

Skort

Navy polycotton drill skort with Newlands School label on the right leg.  Elasticised  half  waist.
Acceptable additional items for warmth

· For extra warmth, students may wear a long or short sleeve top in plain navy, or black     or white underneath the polo shirt.
· For girls, plain black or navy stockings or footed tights under skorts are acceptable.

Recorder

Being able to play an instrument and read music gives every child a wonderful opportunity to enjoy and participate in music.  It provides a stepping stone for later musical endeavours and research shows that participating in music is great for the development of the brain!

Every child at Newlands School learns to play the recorder and to read music.  

School Information

School Hours and Bell Times


8.55am


- Start day


11.00am to 11.40 am

- morning break  (children supervised first 10 mins)

            1.00 pm to 1.40pm

- lunch (children are supervised while eating)

          
1.40pm


- classes begin


3.00pm


- children are dismissed
  

Children should arrive at school between 8.30am and 8.50am, as this is the time our road patrols are on duty.  Staff supervision begins at 8.30am.  

School Office Hours

The school secretary’s hours are from 8.30am to 3.30 pm.  Outside of these hours messages can be left on the school answer machine.

Absences
Please phone the school office on 461 6900 or text to 027 261 6901 if your child is going to be absent or late.  As a safety procedure, the school follows up unexplained absences each day.  You are able to phone and leave a message on the school answer phone 24 hours a day. 

Late: All students are required to sign in at the office upon arrival at school.
Assembly

There is a whole school Parent Assembly twice a term. Learning achievements are shared.

Contact Phone Numbers

Please make sure the school has your current phone number and an alternative contact number, and notify any changes to the school office.

Dental Clinic

School pupils attend the dental clinic for an annual check and further treatment when necessary.    Should you wish to discuss your child’s treatment please ring the dental clinic on 0800 825 583.  
It is very important that all parents return the dental care form to the school for the child to receive free treatment.

Hats

Newlands School has a shady school policy and it is most important that in the summer children wear hats and sunscreen at school.  School hats must be worn at morning tea and lunchtime during Terms 1 and 4.  

Lost Property

Lost property is stored in the hallway beside the office.  Parents are welcome to look for any items their child may have been unable to find.

Library

We have a well-resourced library that the children are able to use.  We issue two books a week per child.  One book to stay in their classroom library and one to be taken home and shared with the parents.  Your child’s teacher will let you know which days your child goes to the library.

Lunches

Children may order lunches through the school on Tuesday to Fridays.  Money should be in an envelope with the child’s name, room number and lunch required written on the outside.    

	
	AVAILABLE TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 
	

	Code
	Menu 
	Price

	
	Everyday Items
	

	P1
	Pizza – Hawaiian
	$2.00

	W2
	Wrap – Butter Chicken
	$2.80

	
	Sometimes Items 
	

	L1
	Pie – Mince (Heart Tick)
	$2.50

	L2
	Pie – Mini Mince (Heart Tick)
	$1.50

	F
	Frankfurter
	$2.50

	C
	Cookie (Chocolate Chip) 
	$0.80

	M
	Calci Yum MIlk
	$1.50



Newsletter

We arrange a weekly newsletter to be sent home every Wednesday.  This allows you to be kept up to date with the exciting and eventful programmes of our school.  Prompt replies to information or assistance we require are much appreciated.

Medication and First Aid

If children are required to take medication at school, please inform the classroom teacher.  During playtimes and lunchtimes we have a staff member on duty to help provide first aid to any children who require it.  If you or your child have any injuries while at school, please inform the office so we can keep our accident register accurate.

Road Patrols and Parking

School patrols of year 6 pupils are on duty at the Newlands Road crossing from 8.30am to 8.50am and from 3.00pm to 3.15pm.  To assist students to maintain safety it is vitally important that parents do not park on the yellow lines or over the school driveway when dropping off or collecting children.  No cars are allowed in the school grounds during the hours between 8.30am and 3.30pm unless prior notification is given.
Skateboard/Roller Blades and Skates Day

Every Tuesday during playtime and lunchtime all students are able to bring their skateboards etc to school and use them at the skateboard park under teacher supervision.  We encourage safety gear and safe play at all times.

School Donation 2011
1 Child

$100 per year or $25      per term

Family

$160 per year or $40      per term 

Stationery

The school carries stationery packs for pupils during the year.  Stationery lists are sent home on the first day of school.

Trips and Performances

Each year the school undertakes educational visits.  These are part of the school and classroom programme.  We also try to include visits from visiting performers.  A small cost is involved for these.

Before School and After School Care

Before School and After School Care is available.  SKIDS runs it from the Hall Annex.

Contact Neil Hancock on 027 230 2219 or Newlands@skids.co.nz.   On site before and after school care phone number is 021 658 516.   

NEWLANDS SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL CARE

SCHOOL CARE

NEWLANDS SCHOOL AFTE
Phone 04 939 8300


Fax     04 939 8301


e mail  Newlands.Sch@xtra.co.nz
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Fax     	04 461 6902
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