NEWLANDS SCHOOL: CURRICULUM AUDIT REPORT FOR 2009
Area: ENGLISH
Presented by: Liz Debney and Robyn Arthur in consultation with teaching staff.
CURRICULUM DELIVERY AND ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE:
English is taught across the school specifically at Literacy time, as well as being integrated across all areas of learning. English is taught every day.

2009 ENGLISH GOALS:
· To increase the children’s capacity to hear and record sounds in words and to generate written words quickly.

· Staff share successful strategies in reading teaching that will maintain the upwards trend.

· All ex-Reading Recovery children need to read with phrasing and fluency in order to improve their comprehension.

· To review how spelling is taught across the school with a view to develop school-wide consistency of programmes.

PROGRESS:
SIX YEAR NET DATA:
Goal for 2009: 
To increase the children’s capacity to hear and record sounds in words and to generate written words quickly.

All children when they turn six are tested in reading and writing. The tests show achievement within the first year of school. The tests also identify and confirm predictions of the children who may require Reading Recovery. 39 children turned six and each completed a Six Year Net. 
	Above Age 2009 

Above Age 2008
	64%

32%

	At Age 2009

At Age 2008
	31%

48%

	Below Age 2009

Below Age 2008
	5%

20%


This is the data collected to show progress towards the goal.
	Writing Vocabulary

Write all the words they can in 10 minutes
	
	2008
	2009

	
	Above Age
	12%
	47%

	
	At Age
	61%
	45%

	
	Below Age
	27%
	8%


	Hearing and Recording

Write a dictated sentence
	
	2008
	2009

	
	Above Age
	19%
	64%

	
	At Age
	54%
	36%

	
	Below Age
	27%
	0%


Trend:
With targeted teaching there has been a marked improvement in achievement levels.
The two children who performed below the required level have both had Reading Recovery.
STAR DATA - Summary of Student Achievement
Goal for 2009: Staff share successful strategies in reading teaching that will maintain the upwards trend.
STAR - 2008
	
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	Feb.
	Nov
	June
	Nov
	June
	Nov
	June
	Nov

	Above Expectation
Stanine 7, 8, 9
National norm 23%
	12
32% 

 
	20
57%
	8
28%


	14
41%
	18
40%


	22
46%
	9
26%


	13
38%

	At Expectation
Stanine 4, 5, 6
National norm 54%
	20
54%


	12
34%
	14
48%

	16
47%
	23
51%


	21
45%
	15
43%


	14
40%

	Below Expectation
Stanine 1, 2, 3
National norm 23%
	5
14%


	3
9%
	7
24%


	4
12%
	4
9%


	4
9%
	11
31%


	8
22%

	Total
	37
	35
	29
	34
	45
	47
	35
	35


 STAR 2009
	
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	Feb.
	Nov
	June
	Nov
	June
	Nov
	June
	Nov

	Above Expectation

Stanine 7, 8, 9

National norm 23%
	16

38% 
	24

56%
	15

35%


	18

45%
	8

22%


	15

40%
	23

45%


	27

55%

	At Expectation

Stanine 4, 5, 6

National norm 54%
	23

55%


	17

39%
	23

55%


	20

50%
	22

61%


	16

42%
	20

39%


	17

35%

	Below Expectation

Stanine 1, 2, 3

National norm 23%
	3

7%


	2

5%
	4

10%


	2

5%
	6

17%


	7

18%
	8

16%


	5

10%

	Total
	42
	44
	42
	40
	36
	38
	51
	49


Trends: 
Over this year the children achieving above the expected level has increased. Over this year the children achieving below has decreased. This trend demonstrates successful teaching, using specific strategies to promote understanding in reading over the year. 
NOTE: In 2010 Stanine 4 will be considered below the expected level of performance. Stanine 7 will be considered to be achieving at the expected level. This means that the data collected early in 2010 will be baseline data using the revised scale. We will be introducing Asttle Reading to help us identify the next reading goals for students working within Stanine 8 and 9. 
Goal for Reading for 2010: 
All children will make at least one year’s progress in their reading.
READING RECOVERY:
Reading Recovery is an intensive series of lessons designed to accelerate the progress of children who have not made the expected reading learning after one year at school. There are three children on Reading Recovery at any one time, and they each have a half hour intensive lesson every day. A child is considered for Reading Recovery if they are performing well below the expected level in an Observational Survey done soon after their sixth birthday. The child is discontinued from Reading Recovery when they are able to read at the average level for their class. There is an expectation that the child will achieve the standard within 20 weeks or 100 lessons. Many children achieve the required level in less than 20 weeks.
Achievement: 
The children on the programme this year moved an average of 14 reading levels in an average of 67 lessons or 13 and a half weeks. Four children have been discontinued from Reading Recovery this year. Three children are currently in Reading Recovery. One of them will be discontinued before the end of the year. Two children will continue next year.

READING RECOVERY MONITORING
Goal for 2009: All ex-Reading Recovery children need to read with phrasing and fluency in order to improve their comprehension, and to generate words quickly.
Currently there are 23 children who have received Reading Recovery. One of these children was not discontinued from Reading Recovery because they did not reach the required standard after the 20 week period allowed.
When children were tested at their instructional reading level, most were confident and read with fluency and phrasing. This was evident across all syndicates. All the children were aware of the need for fluency but some were not using the punctuation to achieve their goal. On review of the data the children most likely to read in a stilted way were ESOL. 
	
	BURT 

(Reading words in isolation)
	Reading Age
	Spelling Age

(Recording spelling words)

	Above Age  2009
Above Age  2008
	9%

5%
	14%

5%
	22%

30%

	At Age 2009
At Age 2008
	35%

30%
	48%

65%
	17%

20%

	Below Age  2009
Below Age 2008
	56%

65%
	38%

30%
	61%

50%


Trend:
In BURT there has been a consistent shift upwards.
In the reading age there is an improvement in children reading above their age. There is also an increase of children reading below their age.

In spelling age there has been a significant decrease in the children spelling above their age and a significant increase in the number of children spelling below their age.
The children tested made an average of six months progress.
Actions:
 Identify the children to teachers as these children become one of our target groups.
Test the children in spelling and reading each term and share the results with the teachers.

Use these children’s progress as a measurement of the spelling programme as it develops.
SPELLING 
Goal 2009: To review how spelling is taught across the school with a view to develop school-wide consistency of programmes.
	Essential Spelling Levels Analysis  Term 1 2009


	Year 
	Levels 

1 - 3
	Levels 

4 - 5
	Levels

 6 - 7
	Commonly Misspelt

Words
	Completed  all Levels

	1
	11
	
	
	
	

	2
	28
	2
	
	
	

	3
	6
	27
	11
	1
	1

	4
	2
	12
	8
	13
	7

	5
	1
	8
	15
	8
	4

	6
	
	1
	3
	10
	30


Trends: 
Years 1 and 2 working on Levels 1 to 3

Year 3 working on Levels 4 and 5

Year 4 working on Levels 4 to Commonly Misspelt Words

Year 5 working on Levels 6 to Commonly Misspelt Words

Year 6 working to complete all levels

	Essential Spelling Levels Analysis  Term 3 2009

	Year 
	Levels 

1 - 3
	Levels 

4 - 5
	Levels

 6 - 7
	Commonly Misspelt

Words
	Completed  all Levels

	1
	17
	1
	
	
	

	2
	13
	17
	1
	
	

	3
	1
	15
	14
	14
	2

	4
	
	2
	11
	10
	18

	5
	
	2
	9
	12
	15

	6
	
	
	2
	3
	46


Trends:
Year 1 children are working on Levels 1 to 3

Year 2 children are moving into working in Levels 4 and 5

Year 3 children are working in the middle levels 4 to 7. Around one third of the children are working on Commonly Misspelt Words

Year 4 children are working in the top levels, 6 to Commonly Misspelt Words with just under half the children completed all levels

Year 5 children are working in the top levels, 6 to Commonly Misspelt Words, with 40% of children completed all levels

Year 6 children have generally completed all levels by the end of Term 3.
In Term 4, staff were surveyed about how they taught spelling in their class. Twelve staff responded. We found that all classes taught spelling in an integrated approach and tended not to teach a named or specific spelling programme. All classes used spelling as part of their homework activities.  The words taught were high frequency words needed for good writing, words related to the letter of the week, individual writing errors, words associated with the current topic studies and various spelling lists associated with spelling patterns. Opportunities to teach spelling were taken in the literacy time of reading and writing, alphabet afternoon, during handwriting, in Topic studies, and in Homework.
Goal for Spelling for 2010: 
Staff will develop a Predictions of Progress matrix for each year level which will give teachers a clear indication of the standard at which the children should be achieving at Newlands School. 

Resources: 
With our growing roll, the pressure on our reading material has increased dramatically. Our priority for literacy spending will be reading materials.

WRITING:
Writing is taught in the Literacy programme and many kinds of writing have been taught across the school. Writing is also widely integrated across all curriculum areas including ICT. We have covered narrative writing, persuasive and instructional writing and letter writing this year. 
Writing will continue to be integral part of the literacy programme and all school topics next year. Writing is to be our next large professional development focus.
Goals for Writing for 2010: 
To investigate professional development opportunities in writing in TKI.

To implement the first stages of the professional development in writing. 
NEWLANDS SCHOOL CURRICULUM AUDIT REPORT FOR 2009
Area: Mathematics

Presented by: Deborah Malcolm in consultation with the teaching staff.

Curriculum delivery and organisational structure:
Mathematics is taught across the school at specific times daily.  It involves the teaching of number and algebra and the other strands of the curriculum: geometry and measurement, and statistics.  A diagnostic interview based on the numeracy strand is conducted with individual students throughout the year and provides the stage that each student is operating at in numeracy.  This interview identifies the next learning steps for each student in 2010.

2009 Goals:
· To introduce new basic facts testing across the school.

· To focus on professional development for staff on strategy teaching.

· To continue to focus on numeracy in 2009 and have children achieving at national norms.

Current Position:

· All teachers are using the Numeracy Project Resources as their main teaching tool.  

· Teachers who are new to the Numeracy Project have participated in workshops and one day courses (including PRT days) on aspects of the Numeracy Project.  These teachers commented that this was a practical way for them to learn about the Numeracy Project.

· Deb Butt, Deborah Malcolm and Liz Debney attended lead teacher days at Victoria University on two dates.  Danielle Matthews attended one of the lead teacher days.

· Deborah was asked by Victoria University to facilitate a discussion session at each of the two lead teacher days. These sessions were for the schools in the North Wellington Maths Cluster and were based around different aspects of National Standards.

· ICT has been incorporated into numeracy.  E.g. the use of websites such as www.tutpup.com , www.uptoten.com , www.ictgames.com and www.nzmaths.co.nz
· We held a home school partnership evening for families to introduce the basic facts testing to parents.  Staff each ran an activity station to share basic facts games that families could play at home.

· All numeracy kits have been checked, updated and equipment replaced where necessary.  Every class now has a complete numeracy kit including Room 12.  Every Educaid gave us a considerable discount on the items that we purchased to update  and complete each numeracy kit.

Goal 1 
· To introduce new basic facts testing across the school.

Beginning in term 1 of 2009, we introduced the students to a new format of basic facts testing.  In this testing students need to record their answer to each basic fact question within four seconds.  Four seconds is a benchmark for knowing the answer instantly.  If children are taking more than four seconds to respond, it indicates that they are working out the answer.

Students from years 3 to 6, participate in this assessment each term.  The assessment has the same format each term with different digits used in the questions.  In our review, staff have indicated that students are more able to transfer their knowledge of basic facts to the different basic facts questions and also into their everyday maths.  This reflects the strategies that the students are using.  Initially we carried out the testing using the data projector and big screen in the hall.  From term 3 onwards staff carried out this testing within their own classrooms.

The vocabulary involved in basic facts was highlighted by testing the basic facts in this context.  For example: 6+6=12 can be read as six plus six equals twelve, six and six makes twelve, double six is twelve.

We held a home school partnership evening for families to introduce the basic facts testing to parents.  This was well attended on what was a very stormy evening.  Parents had a chance to look at and participate in the basic facts test.  This was followed by a family session where staff each ran an activity station to share basic facts games that families could play at home.  In addition to this, the basic facts games that staff shared were published in the community newsletter over a series of weeks.

An information sheet was included in the clear files of the year 3 to year 6 students.  This clearly shows our Newlands School expectations for basic facts knowledge across these year groups.

Goal 2

· To focus on professional development for staff on strategy teaching.

Teachers have dedicated times to talk about learning in maths (learning conversations) in staff and syndicate meetings, to identify their own next steps in numeracy, reflect on their practice, share new resources, and to identify and discuss target children.

Professional development has occurred each term in staff meetings run by Deborah Malcolm.  This has included introducing the basic facts testing, reviewing the testing, strategy teaching and pulling apart our numeracy kits to discuss how we use the equipment in our kits.  

In 2008, teaching staff contributed to an addition and subtraction strategies booklet.  Each teacher has a copy of this booklet and teachers have referred to this resource throughout the year.

Goal 3
· To continue to focus on numeracy in 2009 and have children achieving at national norms.

GLOBAL STRATEGY EXPECTATIONS 

NEWLANDS SCHOOL RESULTS 2009

For addition and subtraction

	
	Stage  0

Emergent
	Stage 1

One-to-one counting
	Stage 2

Count from one on materials
	Stage 3

Count from one by imaging
	Stage 4

Advanced counting
	Stage 5

Early additive
	Stage 6

Advanced additive
	Stage 7 Advanced multiplicative
	Stage 8 Advanced proportional

	Y1
	5%
	11%
	39%
	22%
	21%
	2%
	0%
	0%
	0%

	
	2%
	2%
	44%
	34%
	17%
	2%
	0%
	0%
	0%

	Y2
	0%
	1%
	7%
	11%
	62%
	17%
	1%
	0%
	0%

	
	0%
	0%
	9%
	24%
	40%
	27%
	0%
	0%
	0%

	Y3
	1%
	1%
	3%
	5%
	40%
	40%
	9%
	1%
	0%

	
	0%
	0%
	2%
	4%
	42%
	44%
	6%
	0%
	0%

	Y4
	0%
	0%
	1%
	2%
	25%
	47%
	20%
	5%
	0%

	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	2%
	15%
	80%
	2%
	0%
	0%

	Y5
	0%
	0%
	0%
	1%
	12%
	31%
	37%
	17%
	2%

	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	10%
	51%
	36%
	2%
	0%

	Y6
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	6%
	22%
	34%
	30%
	6%

	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	29%
	61%
	10%
	0%


This table shows the National Norms and the School’s present position.  

Key:

Percentage
National Norms for achievement

Percentage
Newlands School
	Above

	   At

	Below


Percentages of students achieving at or above the expected level in each year group:

	
	2009
	2008 cohort
	National norms

	Year 1
	97%
	n/a
	84%

	Year 2
	67%
	100% (Year 1)
	80%

	Year 3
	92%
	63% (Year 2)
	90%

	Year 4
	82%
	94% (Year 3)
	72%

	Year 5
	89%
	88% (Year 4)
	87%

	Year 6
	71%
	94% (Year 5)
	70%


All children who are performing below the expected level have been identified and have been catered for throughout the year, within their classroom mathematics programmes.

By the end of year 2, we are wanting the students to be working at stage 4 or above.  This is a crucial time in the learning of mathematics, as this is where you move away from concrete materials and work in abstract form.  In year 3, the students are consolidating stage 4 and working across stages 4 and 5.  In 2008, 63% of the year 2 students were working at or above the expected level.  As year 3 students this year, there are now 92% achieving at or above the expected level.  The results for the 2009 year 2 students are very similar to last year’s year 2 cohort.

We have now been in the Numeracy Project for 4 years.  As students move through the school, it consolidates their numeracy knowledge.  This is particularly so for our year 1 to 4 students, whose main learning tool has been the numeracy project resources.

It is also worth noting that we have had a significant increase in our roll during 2009.  We have taken in a large number of junior students as well as students at all levels of the school.  For example in Year 6 there has been nine new arrivals. This makes it challenging to compare last year’s cohort with this year’s cohort.  

Goals for 2010
· To hold a school wide maths week during 2010.

· To focus on Professional Development for staff on strategy teaching for each area of numeracy prior to each term’s learning.

· To collect and analyse data to inform teaching from PAT maths in term 1, and through NumPA testing throughout the year.

· To put NZCER PAT maths data into the clear files of year 4 to 6 students.

Actions in 2010:

· To raise the status of mathematics within the school.  We will look into the possibility of having a maths extension group for a term, which may be an electives activity.

· Inter-school visits in mathematics (Deb to organise)

· Revised Mathematics Long Term Plan to be trialed.

· Linda Bonne will work with staff and students throughout the year.  Linda is doing her PhD on children’s advocacy in maths and children’s attitude towards maths.  She will run some professional development sessions for staff in staff meetings and work with children in the middle and senior syndicate classes.
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Basic Facts Expectations at Newlands School

A basic facts assessment is carried out each term for children in years 3 to 6.  The children are given 4 seconds to answer each question.  4 seconds is the maximum time to answer a question with instant recall, any longer time than this allows the child to work out the answer (recall vs working out).  There are 10 questions representing each stage of achievement.  In order to have mastered a stage children should be answering all 10 questions correctly.
	Stage 
	Basic facts knowledge
	Newlands School expectations

	Stage 3
	Instantly recall:

· Addition and subtraction facts to 5

· Doubles to 10
	

	Stage 4
	Instantly recall:

· Addition and subtraction facts to 10

· Doubles to 20 and halves from 20

· “Ten and___” facts

· Multiples of ten that add to 100
	At the beginning of Year 3, children are expected to have mastered stage 4.

	Stage 5
	Instantly recall:

· Addition facts to 20
· Subtraction facts from 10
· 2, 5, 10 multiplication facts
· 2, 5, 10 division facts
	Year 3 and Year 4 children are working on stage 5.  

By the beginning of Year 5, children are expected to have mastered stage 5.

	Stage 6
	Instantly recall:
· Addition and subtraction facts to and from 20

· Multiplication facts to 10x10

· Division facts from 100

· Multiplication facts with 10s, 100s and 1000s
	By the end of Year 6, children are expected to have mastered 

stage 6.

	Stage 7
	Instantly recall:
· Divisibility rules for 2, 3, 5, 9 and 10

· Fraction to decimal to percentage conversions for ½, 1/3, ¼, 1/5 and 1/10

Knows:
· Square numbers to 100

· Square roots from 100

Identify:

· Factors of numbers to 100

· Prime numbers to 100

· Common multiples of numbers to 10
	By the end of Year 8, children are expected to have mastered 

stage 7.


	Stage 8
	Instantly recall:

· Fraction to decimal to percentage conversions for given fractions and decimals

· Divisibility rules for 4, 6 and 8

Knows:
· Simple powers of numbers up to 10

· Common factors of numbers to 100

Identify:
· Least common multiples of numbers to 100
	


NEWLANDS SCHOOL CURRICULUM AUDIT REPORT FOR 2009

Area: The Arts
Presented by: Carly Stanford in consultation with Teaching Staff

CURRICULUM DELIVERY AND ORGANISATION STRUCTURE:
The Arts encompasses Dance, Drama, Music and The Visual Arts. The Arts are taught as a separate curriculum area, as in Term 3 Topic Study- ‘Artsplash For All.’ They are also integrated across many learning areas throughout the year.

GOALS FOR 2009:
· To increase the range of art techniques and media in the Visual Arts.

· To expand the opportunities for the display of visual arts around the school.

· To provide opportunities for children to participate in dance and drama.

CURRENT POSITION:

To increase the range of art techniques and media in the Visual Arts:

In ‘Artsplash For All’ the term 3 topic, children learnt a variety of art techniques during art sessions including:

· Pastel: feathering/blending

· Paint: brush stokes and grip, colour mixing, landscapes, watercolours and stencilling, finger painting.

· Clay: joining, cutting, rolling, and pinching.

· Salt dough: moulding and shaping.

· Tissue Paper: layering

· Abstract: using black PVA

· Mosaic

· Dye

· Collage

· Geometric art

· Fabric

· Pencil

· Charcoal: sketching

· Portraits

· Printmaking

· Artist study: techniques the artist uses.

· Alphabet time for juniors: children given opportunities to explore a variety of art techniques

At Artsplash two children’s artworks were chosen to be on the cover of a music book.

To expand the opportunities for the display of visual arts around the school:

· Every classroom displayed portraits which the parents could purchase for a small price.

· After the Parent/Child Art Day creations were displayed in own classroom for the rest of the school to view. 

· The Newlands School Children all made a handprint to display at the Newlands Community Centre.

· Art is currently displayed in corridors, library, hall and foyer. A next step is to keep it dynamic. 

· Most children’s art was displayed in the foyer at the ‘Artsplash’ festival.

To provide opportunities for children to participate in dance and drama:

Opportunities for children to participate in The Arts at Newlands School

· Artsplash Choir: Year 3 to 6 children can join the choir which practises once a week during the lunch break. This year we had a record number of children who participated in the choir, eighty three children. The school choir performed at the Artsplash Concert.

· Recorders: All children play recorders in class. Extension groups are arranged throughout the school. 

· Artsplash Dancesplash Group. Year 3 and 4 children from Room’s 1 and 3 and some year 5’s and 6’s from Room 6 created a dance based on the Maori version of the creation of the Wellington Harbour. 

· Electives: In term 1 and 4 children were offered the opportunity to take part in Dance, Art and Craft as part of the elective programme. 

· Calendar Art: Each child prepared a piece of art, using a variety of media that were made into a calendar and cards.

· The Kapahaka Group Ka Awatea practices once a week during the lunch break. They performed at the Newlands Kapahaka Festival, held at Newlands Primary School and Kids for Kids during Artsplash week.

· Whakatauki. Art and Drama is done around this.

· Junior Concert. Children in the junior syndicate put on a concert for the School, Families and Kindergartens. This comprised poems, dance, drama, soundscape, recorder, ukulele and singing.

· Jump jam. Children have been learning new jump jam dances throughout the year. The school regularly includes jump jam in the fitness programme.

· Middle Syndicate ‘Three Way Swap.’ This included children having opportunities to participate in dance and drama.

· Ukulele. Some junior children had the opportunity to learn ukulele for the junior concert and in alphabet time. A ukulele group was established with year 4 and 5’s in term 4...

· Plays: Children school wide are given the opportunity to participate in plays as part of literacy programme.

· Drama. This is taught through writing. The ‘Wellington: Our Place’ Topic included opportunities for drama.

· School Singing: The whole school participate in singing once a week. 

· Parent Assemblies: Singing, drama and dance form a major part of out school assemblies.

GOALS FOR 2010:

· Keep art which is displayed around the school dynamic by assigning each syndicate an area around the school. Areas include hall, library, foyer, room 11.

· Investigate the idea of having art displayed outside. Possibly in the form of a mural.

NEWLANDS SCHOOL CURRICULUM AUDIT REPORT FOR 2009

Area: Science
Presented by: Chris Ellis in consultation with the staff
CURRICULUM DELIVERY AND ORGANISATION STRUCTURE:
Science was integrated into a term topic and is taught across the school. In term two the focus was ‘Magic Science’, practical experiments largely centred on the physical and material worlds.

2009 GOALS:

To engage students with science activities that resonates with their lives and interests, particularly from the physical and material world.

CURRENT POSITION:

This goal sought to develop an interest in the sciences through practical, high interest enquiry based experiments. It was built around the topic “Magic Science”, a unit that was undertaken by the whole school.

 As an introduction to the unit a professional development session was conducted, with each teacher sharing a high impact experiment they could repeat with their class. This was highly successful and provided the strong enquiry focus that continued throughout the unit. 

 The enthusiasm with which the teachers approached this study was reflected in the interest displayed by their students. This manifested itself in such activities as students repeating class based experiments at home and classes preparing records of their scientific enquiries. 

 Several parents offered positive feedback in which they mentioned the engagement their children had with the topic and the learning that had taken place.

 There was a bias in the programme toward the physical and material worlds. This is because NEMP records show these two strands as the least understood. Many of the experiments conducted in classes were based around these two worlds and it is hoped that teachers have succeeded in generating long term interest.

 Teachers have commented on the cross- curricular possibilities that evolved throughout the topic, including such areas as English and ICT. Scientific vocabulary was an integral part of the unit and it had strong links to the literacy programme. Similarly video records of experimentation provided ICT input to the science programme.

PROGRESS:

 One particularly pleasing aspect was the teacher’s commitment to teaching the scientific process. One danger with high impact experiments is that the core processes can be overlooked and the “Wow” factor can overtake. It is easy in such an environment to forget the essentials and purpose of teaching science. Thankfully that did not develop and teachers took time and effort to teach and model good scientific enquiry and process.

 The goal was achieved however it was an initial step and its success must be followed up with a clear development path.

GOALS FOR 2010:

For 2010 I would like to see science become integrated throughout the curriculum. It will still have its topic focus, where students are given the opportunity to immerse themselves in the science worlds, however it must be seen as more than a one topic subject. We are attempting to show children the integral way in which science and their world are linked so it makes good sense to develop this link in other curriculum areas. One description offered was that science could be “bubbling away” throughout the curriculum, enriching studies and enforcing its relevance to the students and their lives.

 Successive years have shown a national trend toward decreasing achievement in science. Current indications are that the focus will turn to better engagement of students through “fun science”. I would like to think that this process has already begun for us and we are now looking to strengthen the scientific enquiry process and scientific knowledge.

To this end I would propose that the goal for 2010 is:

“That science is integrated across the curriculum thereby developing the link between science and the students’ everyday lives.”

“That the scientific process of enquiry be modelled and encouraged”.

 An ecological sea study as a term topic. 

NEWLANDS SCHOOL CURRICULUM AUDIT REPORT FOR 2009

Area: Social Sciences
Presented by:  Catherine Kirkpatrick (in consultation with teaching staff)

CURRICULUM DELIVERY AND ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE:

Social sciences are taught across the school during topic time and integrated through news, homework sheets, current events sharing and literacy programmes. 

2009 GOALS: 

· To continue to expand and broaden student’s general knowledge and curiosity about the world around them. 

· To work towards teaching an Inquiry Based Model of learning in the Social Sciences. 

CURRENT POSITION:

Teachers have worked hard to integrate the ideas of broadening student’s general knowledge and curiosity about the world around them into their classroom programmes. This has been achieved through the use of newspapers in the classrooms, the sharing and discussion of current events, specific studies on countries of interest, general knowledge quizzes in homework and questions of the day. Emphasis is put on student ownership for learning about the world around them. 

Student’s general knowledge and curiosity is incorporated into literacy programmes across the whole school. 

As ICT equipment has become increasingly accessible students have been able to access key and relevant information in ‘real time’. Youtube is an ICT resource used frequently by teachers and students to find out more on topics they are researching or are interested in.  

In Term One, our topic was Wellington. This proved to be very successful across the entire school. The topic began with a well-organised trip around the Wellington sites. This shared experience was a great way to key students into what is in their own wider community or ‘backyard’. It was familiar to students therefore extremely relevant. 

In term Two, we focussed on Magic Science. This sparked student’s curiosity about the science world. The students were keen to find out why and many took it into their own hands to research further and took their experiments home to share. 

Teachers have had professional development about the ‘Inquiry Process’ and using Inquiry Based Models for learning within the curriculum. Individually teachers have explored and practiced different models of enquiry within their class’s social studies learning. This was especially evident in the Magic Science Study in Term Two. 

As part of our Gifted and talented Programme, selected students have been partaking in independent studies based around the Inquiry Model of Learning. 

A visual metaphor is in the process of being completed. The school has contributed to this by drawing symbols that represent Newlands School. 

TARGETS FOR 2010:

· To work towards creating an Inquiry Based Model of Learning.

· Take steps towards implementing the model into our classroom programmes.

· Continue to expand and broaden student’s general knowledge and curiosity about the world around them. 

NEWLANDS SCHOOL CURRICULUM AUDIT REPORT FOR 2009

Area:      ICT
Presented By: Liz Debney and Deb Butt 
CURRICULUM DELIVERY AND ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE:
ICT is integrated into all of the essential learning areas in the New Zealand curriculum. It is taught in all classes across the school. 

CURRENT POSITION:

Resources: Through the support of the board of trustees and parent donations the school has been provided with improved quality and quantity of hardware.  This has meant more reliable and accessible ICT tools. Teachers have become more confident in the reliability and availability of the resources and therefore now use ICT extensively in their teaching. 
Goals for 2009:

The ICT goals for 2009 were:
· To participate in the Online Bridges cluster contract 2008-2010

· All students will have quality access to core ICT

· Students will show a progression of ICT skills. ICT will facilitate collaborative learning and Inquiry learning experiences.

· Students will use ICT resources appropriately

· Students will include ICT examples in their clearfiles.

· Students will use ICT to communicate with the community and beyond.

Participation in the Online Bridges Contract
All teachers at Newlands Primary School have taken part in the Online Bridges contract. This has involved workshops and presentations. Two teachers attended the Learning in Schools conferences in Rotorua.

Quality Access to ICT
All children now have quality access to ICT resources.

· A service contract with Norcom has given us a stable and reliable platform

· Two sets of Extenda computers have been purchased for a year 1 and Year 5/6 class.

· Pods of five computers in each room have been established in the middle syndicate. (Rooms 1, 2, 3 and 4) this has been thanks to kind donations of computers.

· As the middle syndicate will not be upgraded for five years, four short throw data projectors were installed in this block. This equipment is on a 3 year lease to buy. Blinds were purchased for each room to improve clarity of the projected image.

· To allow for the increased ICT usage in the middle syndicate the wiring in the block was ungraded and four power points were put in each room.

· Two laptops were donated from IBM for use in the senior school.

· Two portable data projectors have been leased, one each in the junior and senior school.

Students Progression of ICT skills
All staff are using ICT. The staff survey showed:

· The hardware available to staff was well used with all teachers making use of the data projectors, printers and digital cameras extensively.  

· All teachers used word and most teachers used power point and photo story. The same software was used across the school with increasing levels of independence and sophistication. The children used the software to produce slide shows, word process and blogs. Most classes researched on the internet, played games and music. 

Facilitate Collaborative and Inquiring Learning Experiences
Now that we have pods of computers in each class it allows children to teach each other skills in ICT. For example, in the new entrant room students help each other find popular web sites and they teach each other how to play the games on The Maths and Literacy website. ICT is a common language that does not require English to communicate successfully. It is a wonderful of successful learning for our ESOL boys.

Inquiry learning has been trailed by individual teachers across the curriculum in 2009. It is planned to investigate and develop a school wide inquiry model for Newlands School.

Appropriate Use of ICT Resources
Classes make good safe use of the ICT resources available to them. The computers are highly visible and the students are supervised when using the equipment. The Norrcom technician has found little interference and so few repairs have been required to our hardware. 

Evidence of ICT Use
All students have evidence of ICT work in their clearfiles.

Communicate with Community and Beyond
Rooms 1 and 3 in the middle school have each developed a classroom blog this year. It has been very exciting to see photos and entries from all the students and even more exciting to have comments from parents. 

The school web site has continued to be a source of information and the weekly newsletter is placed on there regularly. This is an area that needs to be reviewed.

Goals for 2010:
The goals for 2010 are:

· Investigate and develop an inquiring learning model for Newlands School.

· To install Classroom Manager and up-skill the staff so it can be used successfully.

· To install a new server and move it to the library.

· To fully equip and upgrade the ICT resources in the senior block.

